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Parents often scrutinize their children to see what features they
have passed on to their offspring. Friends and relatives do the
same, and it i1s common to hear them comment, “Oh, he has your
eyes,” or nose, or sometimes even, “Thank goodness she got her
looks from her mother!”

Yet, when we look only to our parents to see our origins, we see
only a small part of our real background. We are much like Plato’s
proposed man who makes judgments about his world based on the
shadows he sees while he stays safely ensconced in a cave. As
Plato’s man sees the world dimly and incompletely, so do we see
an incomplete picture when we rely on the DNA and RNA
offerings of our family only to explain who we become. When we
rely on only these things, we ignore our spiritual natures.

We are so much more. The Book of Wisdom reminds us, “God
created man to be immortal, and made him to be an image of his
own eternity.” Clearly our physical bodies are not going to live
forever, but our souls do—and to ignore the eternal to the benefit
of the transitory is obviously to lose sight of the more important
reality.

We are the creation of God. If we truly wish to understand our own
nature, we need to look to God for the information. We are
intended to reflect God. Our Lord intended for us to be immortal—
as He is—and to live with Him eternally. That is what Jesus Christ
purchased for us on the Cross to redeem us from our sins—by
which we had abandoned God. We had, for the benefit of
temporary things, rejected the eternal. Jesus, by the power of His
resurrection, restored us to the eternal.



If we live eternally, we do not die. But, through the works of the
devil, evil and death came into the world. “Nevertheless through
envy of the devil came death into the world: and they that do
hold of his side do find it.” Those who follow the ways of the
devil, who engage in sin, find death as their final reward.

Not the death of the body, which we all must face, but the death of
the spiritual relationship we have with God. The death of the body,
as Jesus Christ taught us in His Resurrection, does not end life. It
does not kill our spirits.

Only sin, from which we are freed through His Resurrection, can
Kill our spirits. It therefore behooves us to remain always seeking
God’s will for us, and to follow His ways. Our Lord has paid for us
the price of our redemptions, and we remain free from sin as we
stay secure in Him.

The Book Wisdom states it, “but the souls of the righteous are in
the hand of God, and there shall no torment touch them.” God is
faithful, and by His grace may we remain faithful to Him, for He
created us to be immortal as He is. We are to be in His image of
immortality.

The world of non-believers, of course, does not understand this.
They presume that we are subject to the same fears, worries and
doubts that they are. This is why non-believers often do not
understand how believers can find joy and peace, even in the midst
of strife and trouble.

This is why non-believers find so much to fear in death. They
literally do not know what will become of them—and they find the
prospect of an eternity of non-existence terrifying. Believers, on
the other hand, know that they are secure in God’s love. They need
not fear the arbitrary timelines of the human body.



“In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die: and their
departure is taken for misery, and their going from us to be utter
destruction: but they are in peace,” according to Wisdom.

Those who do not know God, and do not know the protection of
salvation, think believers die as they do. The non-believer fears the
utter destruction that is the absence of God, but believers have the
sure hope of eternal life. The non-believer sees death as the end of
things, while the believer knows that physical death is only the
beginning of the next life.

For the non-believer in God’s grace, the corruption of the grave is
permanent, while to the believer in that grace, the grave is but a
temporary resting place. This is why believers are at peace facing
their lives and their struggles, as well as the end of their physical
lives. The non-believer fears that which he does not understand.
The believer looks forward to what God has promised to all the
faithful but the non- believer has nothing to which to look forward.

While it might be that the lives of believers and the lives of non-
believers appear the same from the outside, it is what they have
filled their lives with that makes the difference.

Believers are filled with the Wisdom of God. They are filled with
the Grace of the Holy Spirit. They are filled with the Love of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. They are filled with the Peace of God which
truly passes understanding. This is why, as Wisdom says, “For
though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is their hope full
of immortality.”

Non-believers, regular men, may think that the end of life, or the
struggles of life, are punishing to believers. What they do not seem
to understand is the perspective of the believer. The believer
knows these trials are temporary. The believer knows he can be
secure and safe in God’s love.



The believer knows from whom he comes, and who it is he is to
resemble. The believer knows he was created by God, and he
knows “God created man to be immortal, and made him to be an
image of his own eternity.”

When people look you over, do they see your Eternal Father in
you? Can they say, “He certainly has Jesus’ loving acceptance
about him,”?

How about more simply, “You can certainly tell he is a
Christian—it is evident in everything about him”?

Let us each endeavor to show through every aspect of our lives just
whose children we are. Let’s make our family line show in every
aspect of our lives. We are children of God—so let’s make that
relationship evident to anyone and everyone who sees us at any
place and at any time, whether in church, or in stores, or at home
or at work. Then will our hope be full of immortality.

Let us pray.

Lord, we rest assured in the knowledge that we are Your children,
made by You to be with You in eternity. We know that we are to
model our lives after You, and that none of the trials of life can
affect Your love. Help us to faithfully remain dedicated to Your
will for us and to Your worship. This we ask in Your Son’s Holy
Name. Amen.
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