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THE BIBLE OFTEN TALKS ABOUT GOD AS IF HE HAD HUMAN BODY
PARTS. HIS EYES BEHOLD THE NATIONS. HIS EARS ARE OPEN TO
PRAYERS. HE TRAMPLES NATIONS UNDER HIS FEET. HE
STRETCHES OUT HIS HAND. HIS STRONG RIGHT ARM DELIVERS
HIS PEOPLE.

EVERYONE KNOWS THAT THESE DESCRIPTIONS CANNOT BE
TAKEN LITERALLY. THEY ARE SYMBOLIC WAYS AND POETIC WAYS
OF SPEAKING. EXCEPT IN THE PERSON OF JESUS, GOD DOES NOT
HAVE HUMAN BODY PARTS. BUT IF WE WERE TO GIVE UP THESE
EXPRESSIONS WE WOULD HAVE A HARD TIME TALKING ABOUT
GOD.

THE SAME IS TRUE OF THE EMOTIONS THAT ARE OFTEN ASCRIBED
TO GOD - HIS ANGER, HIS JEALOUSY, HIS DELIGHT, HIS
COMPASSION. GOD DOES NOT HAVE EMOTIONS.

SO WHEN WE COME ACROSS THE EXPRESSION IN THIS MORNING’S
LESSON THAT GOD REPENTED OF CREATING HUMANS, WE HAVE
TO BE CAREFUL. REPENTANCE FOR US MEANS BEING SORRY,
HAVING REGRETS ABOUT SOMETHING WE HAVE DONE, ASKING
FORGIVENESS, AND TRYING TO AVOID DOING THE SAME THING
AGAIN.

BUT FOR GOD REPENTANCE SIMPLY MEANS GOING IN A
DIFFERENT DIRECTION. IN THIS MORNING’S LESSON IT MEANS
STARTING OVER WITHOUT ANY OF THE EMOTIONAL OVERTONES
THAT THE WORD HAS FOR US. GOD DOES NOT REGRET ANYTHING
HE HAS DONE. HE DOES NOT FEEL GUILTY, AND HE DOES NOT
SEEK FORGIVENESS. HE SIMPLY DECIDES TO START OVER.

THE HEBREW WORD FOR MAN IN THE GENERIC SENSE, IS ADAM.



BUT GOD IS NOT GOING TO START OVER BY CREATING ADAM ALL
OVER AGAIN. HE IS GOING TO GO IN A DIFFERENT DIRECTION.
THIS TIME HE IS GOING TO WORK WITH A MAN HE CONSIDERS TO
BE THE BEST OF THE HUMAN RACE.

HE GOES BACK TO THE BEGINNING WHEN THE EARTH WAS A
WATERY CHAOS AND HE SEPARATED THE WATERS ABOVE FROM
THE WATERS BELOW AND GATHERED THE WATERS BELOW INTO
RESTRICTED AREAS SO THAT DRY LAND COULD EMERGE. THAT'S
WHAT HAPPENS IN THE STORY OF THE GREAT FLOOD. GOD
BEGINS A NEW CREATION, AND THE FIRST THING HE DOES IS
DESTROY THE OLD ONE. BUT HE PRESERVES A REMNANT - ONE
MAN AND HIS FAMILY AND A MATING PAIR OF EVERY ANIMAL.

DESTROYING THE OLD TO MAKE ROOM FOR THE NEW IS A THEME
THAT RECURS AGAIN WITH THE STORY OF THE DEFEAT AND EXILE
OF ISRAEL AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE. GOD SENT
HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE INTO EXILE FROM THE PROMISED LAND INTO
WHICH HE HAD ONCE LED THEM, BUT AGAIN HE PRESERVED A
FAITHFUL REMNANT FROM WHICH TO BEGIN ANEW,

GOD NEVER GIVES UP. HE DESTROYS THE OLD SO THAT THE NEW
CAN EMERGE.

THE SAME THEME IS TAKEN UP IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. ST.
PAUL SAYS, “THAT WHICH IS SOWN IS NOT QUICKENED EXCEPT IT
DIE.” JESUS SAYS, “EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN AGAIN HE CANNOT
ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” ST. JOHN SAYS IN HIS VISION, “I
SAW A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, FOR THE FIRST HEAVEN
AND THE FIRST EARTH HAD PASSED AWAY.”

ALWAYS THE GOAL IS THE SAME. GOD INTENDS TO RESTORE THE
GREAT SABBATH, THE DAY ON WHICH HE RESTED BECAUSE THE
CREATION WAS PERFECT, AND HE IS WILLING TO CLEAR THE WAY
FOR THE PERFECT BY DESTROYING THE IMPERFECT.



THE GREAT SABBATH IS FORESHADOWED IN THE FLOOD STORY IN
AT LEAST TWO WAYS. FIRST, THERE IS THE NAME “NOAH” WHICH
MEANS, “REST.” SECOND THERE IS THE GREAT PEACE WHEN ALL
ANIMALS LIVE TOGETHER IN HARMONY, AS ISAIAH ALSO
FORETOLD IN HIS GREAT VISION OF THE WOLF AND THE LAMB
SHALL GRAZE TOGETHER AND THE LION SHALL EAT STRAW LIKE
THE OX. ST. PAUL REFLECTS THAT VISION WHEN HE TALKS
ABOUT THE WHOLE CREATION WAITING AND CRYING OUT FOR
THAT DAY TO COME.

AND COME IT WILL, BUT NOT UNTIL GOD HAS REPENTED AND
STARTED OVER AGAIN AND AGAIN.

IN THE ORIGINAL CREATION, GOD STARTED WITH ADAM, THE
MAN OF DUST. IN THE FLOOD, HE STARTED OVER WITH NOAH, A
MAN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. WHEN THAT DIDN’T ACHIEVE WHAT HE
WANTED, GOD TOOK A DIFFERENT DIRECTION WITH THE
CALLING OUT OF ABRAHAM, A MAN OF FAITH WHOSE OBEDIENCE
WAS TESTED AND PROVEN. FROM ABRAHAM GOD CREATED A
GREAT NATION TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF THE GREAT SABBATH.

EACH TIME GOD TOOK A DIFFEENT DIRECTION THERE WAS
PROGRESS, BUT EACH TIME THERE WAS REBELLION AND
DISOBEDIENCE. FINALLY, GOD SENT HIS SON TO ASSUME HUMAN
NATURE AND BRING ABOUT THE FULFILLMENT OF THE GREAT
SABBATH, WHICH JESUS CALLED “THE KINGDOM OF GOD.”

THAT VISION HAS STILL NOT BEEN FULFILLED EVEN IN OUR DAY,
BUT DEFINITIVE PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE. JESUS HAS
CONQUERED DEATH AND HAS BECOME FOR US AN ARK IN WHICH
WE CAN SURVIVE THE FINAL JUDGEMENT OF GOD.

MAKE NO MISTAKE. THE FLOOD IS THE JUDGMENT OF GOD ON
THE HUMAN RACE, JUST AS THE EXILE AND THE DESTRUCTION OF
THE TEMPLE IS THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD ON THE JEWS.



BUT THE WOOD OF THE CROSS IS THE WOOD OF THE ARK IN
WHICH ALL WHO TAKE SHELTER ARE SAVED FROM ULTIMATE
DESTRUCTION AND ARE CARRIED IN SAFETY TO THE NEW HEAVEN
AND THE NEW EARTH, THE LAND OF PEACE AND REST.

GOD CAN BE SEEN THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE AS THE GOD OF NEW
BEGINNINGS. HE IS WILLING TO START OVER AGAIN AND AGAIN.
HE IS WILLING TO START OVER WITH YOU. WHATEVER YOU MAY
HAVE DONE IN THE PAST, WHATEVER DIRECTION YOU HAVE
TAKEN IN YOUR LIFE, GOD IS WILLING FOR YOU TO BE BORN
AGAIN, TO START OVER, TO REPENT AND TO GO IN A DIFFERENT
DIRECTION.

JESUS SAYS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON FOR TODAY THAT
THE GREAT FLOOD CAUGHT EVERYONE BY SURPRISE BECAUSE
THEY WERE SO PREOCCUPIED WITH AFFAIRS OF THE WORLD
THAT THEY FAILED TO READ THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES AND DID
NOT EVEN NOTICE THE ARK THAT HAD BEEN BUILT. DON'T LET
THAT HAPPEN TO YOU.

DON’T GET SO ATTACHED TO FAMILY OR FRIENDS OR
POSSESSIONS OR CAREER THAT YOU LOSE SIGHT OF THE
ULTIMATE END OF ALL THINGS, INCLUDING YOUR OWN LIF

DON’T JUST CLING TO YOUR OLD WAYS AND YOUR OLD LOYALTIES.
ANOTHER GREAT JUDGEMENT IS COMING TO DESTROY THE
WORLD AS WE KNOW IT AND OPEN THE WAY FOR THE KINGDOM
OF GOD. SEEK REFUGE IN THE ARK, THE CROSS OF CHRIST. ASK
GOD TO DESTROY ALL THAT IS IMPERFECT IN YOU AND MAKE YOU
OVER INTO A NEW PERSON, FIT FOR THE GREAT SABBATH.

GOD REPENTS AND BEGINS AGAIN. SO SHOULD YOU.



